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and the front tmgomily 

Chechd 88 thqy uf33.3 

frontfar, the nmnting, of 

tosrfzd this and momentous 

coannanders, determined to 

drive into CeImEsly et the 

Etebilized. 

at the fired 

c fill 0cul.s 

efforts were 

milttHfn the 

defenses along the German 

es3aul.t teethe mcus*ary and 

dire ated. Rowmer, Allied 

%Rriiest o~~;crh.lnity, launched a ei3rfsE a? 

In mid October, it wa8 dmided by tha S~prme Comnspder thut be- 

(1) A-1, p* 66 
(2) A-2, pa 323 
(3) P-11, p* 269 
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holding a front of more then 500 milae, it was necessary to concentrcfa 

available for&e~,’ reduaiag to a mlnlma #mm forces holding relatively 

static positions* The lergeat of these sectors was the portion of the 

First tJ3 krmy line stretohlng thxmgh tho~#EWNN’M reipon from HOE?SCHAU 

to TRIER, a distsnte,of some 73 miles held by VIII Carps. (4) 

TE!E G’%NERAL SITUATI:CN 

On 6 Deoember 1944, the First US ~rzng issued orders for .the con- 

tinuetion of ita ot’Pemsive to seize the ROER RIVER deas, the possession 

of nhioh ~88 essential before the ettaok could profitably conttnue 

toward COLilGNE. (See Map x) VIII C orpe, on the emy oouth flank, me 

*‘to continue on Its previous minsion of conducting awessivs defense 

within tti .Corpo zone end be prepared to tdverm to COBBNT, on alm?y order 

when the main otteck had progressed eulPicient.ly to lessen reoiatance on 

ita corps front”. Tbs newly arrived 106th Inf’nntry Divis ion ma to 

relieve. the 2d Infantry Division on the VIII Corps front thus releasing 

It to V Corps, ta the north, to assist in tha army attack. (5) 

. 1 

From north to south, the 7111 Corps front on 12 December was held 

by the 106th fnfar;try Division, 22th Infgntry Rivislon, 9th Anaored . 

Div+ion less Combat Conqaud B and Coaibat Camaand Fi and the 4th ‘Infantry 

Division. ’ Corps reserve was aomposed of Coinbet 

Dlbislon, and four engineer comb t battalions. 

The ARDEWV,S region through ahi& the VIII 

%BS characterized by rumed, amhurt terrain. 

seoted by many deeply cut valleys and covered by 

wooded eree8 increaset! the dlificulties of large 

Jdmmend R, ‘9th Mnored 

(See &!a~ B) (6) 

;‘orps front extended 

High plotWla inter- 

numerous hea rily 

ecale t aotioel novsments 
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of advanae for 

controlled the 

BPBB: ST vn7-l 

to the south. 

attnoksrs 8 major 

r-a not6 neces~ery for lwg0 scab o&tiorrs in the 

in the narthezi3 portion otthe Corps atator,.BASTWHE 

*&OK, slaet and rain bad added to the problem of.mia- 

tainicg the nwraw roads and msde cross country movement through the erea 

all but imgossfble. (71 

Supplies of all clessas iwre gmsrallg adequate by mid hoeabr rith P ,, 
! 

several nottablo ercspticns. 
i 

Yintar combet alothing ~~18 && or 'hoe-exis- i 

tmt an3 badly nsada3, .Ixxnition ~08 closely contx0lled, psrtiavllsrly i 

t 
al-mm mbrt3r, 105-=2n havitzer, l5?).-mm, an8 ZP mtl-tank 8mmuzIition. t 

Ej Pxsonal K~\ovledge 
If?) =kraon;Jl. xRowled@ 
(9) A-4, p. 3 



amum raapoosibility for +w@ dbf8ilStQ of the tector. Attached to the 

divielon ner8 the 14a Cavlilry Group of two squadrons and cne r?rtlllery 

bcttalion, tb 820th mnk Deatroye,r Settalfon (V, to-d) abI *ho 634th. 

t.ntlaircraft ArtAl.Iary (AZ) BattaIion. Tim attachaante were similar 

tc those of &a 24 Divielon V ith the exception of the teak battalion 

attaohed to the letter. (3.0) 

The 106th Divi uion am fved at ST. VlTfl on 10. Decemb f3r aft’er a trro 

day’motor marah of 270 miles; roliaf of the 2d Division began at once, 3 . 

one re&ne~& ~1 ccmhFLt teem at 8 ffme, and vma amplat8d by 12 Dacombar. 

Cavalry Ckoup on th# north flef’t) ?mb Qmea regirmnfx abrmst; 4226 

th6 LOSEES&! GAE’ to the ridge ot the S= ETF’EL, thencs southwmd 

a&ride the EZiegfri8d Llze to the douthmn nom3 of the ri dg8. Ehm -the . 

” line PM achcloabd none 2GGO yards to the vest d fhe Siegfried Urn 

EIiltU3. (W 

From the ea9t tm ma j= rontee enter the mm, both coaverg9.n~ on 

ST. VIEI, the division oommnd post; me From north of the 3XiN3.B EIFFZ 

darn the OUR RfVER VALLEY, the othor fmn couth of the SCENER BIFEL. 

I 

(10) b-7, p* 2 * 
(11) A-7, pa 8 
(12) A-6, Part I 
(13 )‘ d-6, Part T 
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plo ted the n3li8Z of the 23th Infantry, 2d Division and ammad responsi- 

bility .for tho defense of ita oeetor. Troop 8, 18th Cavalry Recon+aieaeaoe 

B, Blst Dg&mr Coxhsh Battalion md the 330th Field Axtillery Battalion 

wt333 in dlr&ect 5uQgC1%. (14) 
1 

bsnt around the southern uose 3f US ridge, ptera in relatively strong 

of thz antitank conpsny comandsr. Coxqmny C, 820th Tank lZestroyer 

Ratta1i.m wm in the area oQ the proviafonal battalion. (16 ) Elexianta 

- - -- - - - 



positions had been aacrifioed. 

CfA the left coot~zct *A9 TMiinttlizad with the 4X!d IIiCmtry hy ptrols 

and on tha P i3ht ‘Nith the 105ts Roconnaiasonce Troop, attached to t& 

4%th ~AbAtXj! 8A d occqyins GRCWKAX3!B’?BL~, by patrols. 

Tire lines existed to cl1 units da%n to cmpanies and lateral lines 

had been $~id between regirnentc. ‘%ilc tat ahennela existed between the 

, division end rjgimental ccm~nd gosts, b:,th acre in E ait@e cebls ; nofi 

aera faltemete ~iro linss lai,! T?etactw ot-r wits. Teletypwriter nanmu- 

nicstion WRS likevise avaflablo to Civiaion. Sad3.0 silence was maintained 

SKIA~ all unit 5. %dios hzd been izsued to all erlsments lr Englcra3 but 

since rsrlio silan~s kc! been imposed c~otf3~3uslg n3 opportunity for progsr 

calibration or tenti.ug hs3 'hen 6vcilabla except ach ES could ba done 

Tithoue actwl radio ~~peration. (18) 

cornbet clothing, previously mntfor,ed, aes prevent 

half roneined under regic\~t.hal control lc~ded on unit vehiclee k8p.t n@ar 

Into the lines ball resulted in unit a etier4.n.g the linea with Lena than l 

basic loads of or no mwtar or artillary ammunition. The 2d Diviaitm had 



relisve~; end eosry effort yea ;0Elaf3 at 0~lo8 

to fill all basic loads of zuJmuIltmtntion. ~~~1~s sto0kswsre not author- 

(19) A-6, Fart Xl 
(20) Porsoaal KnoulaU~ 
(21) P6TWJlld &lblr18d@ 
(22 ) Personal Rnorlebge 

;\ 
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fra?urXltly lnid dmfn on Vie enemy llaec, Ifu t.hort, the routine activities 
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had tirh’cn aouth to 
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gag of some 8.@0 yard8 open to the math; the regimntsl connnmder be&m 

organlzfm a perimeter 
.,- 

Beittelion SQht to tlm 

defsaee. Canpany C was rpoved to extend the IS t 

hi& ground &at west of I%XKET. The provisional 

battalion war disbanded end fhq remnants pulled fmn the 16. The gap 

left between l&‘& 3d Battalions by Oaapeny Cta am6 we8 tilled by the 

Ammunition mad &neat Platoon, aooks helpers, trudk drivers mid btitttiion ” 

headquartare personneJ of the 1st Battalion organfzed into a providonal 

oompmy. (53) 

3Bsenwhi~e Oh@ 26 Battalion ln the 4228 B&entry reer arue to the 

nor+% had bsen Imavily angaged sixme dawn protsating iihe displaaemcmt of 

from the north. By 0700 its radio In tb6 divfeion aommand mt bed been 

hit. The battalion had dastropaU aeven emmy tazik8 but continul.ng merag 

tank-inierntry attabks were faming the battalion baok. Supportad.by the 

590th Field Ar?t illery Battalion the Ld I3atte.l ion began 8 BsylLtght ul th- 

draml. .- (54) 

Curin@ %ie morning the 590th Bield Artillery Eattalion hed rsaeived 

orders rirorp the Dlvtlcy ntiillsry Canro,ander to displaae to the vioiaity 

of smmc3. Upon lesmlng that SCjZONBERb ma filled with CIermm emor, 

the b&t&n &nder , oontaoting the 2d Batfellon agnumdar +&ore -with- 

positions of the 42sh fnfantrg’ dth Ohe 2d Battalion., (56) 

152) A-9, p. 2 
(53) Personal SCnowtidge 
(54) A-8, PC &4 
(55)’ A-8, 2,a 89 





Battalion had been lost. km-tar emannltion wae rumaing low, but mm11 

anaa amnunltion was on barrb, 

(69) at& had ‘bean reaeiwil 

pllahed within the periraater 

dirnrored nivision ma8 thou&t 

Xnfantry roulQ hold. 

lFtt ‘fRIRD DAY 

About tao thirda of a B ration rcraafnad. 

thet the requeeted air dmp would be ecoc?n- 

the next morning and Combat Camoend R, 9th 

to be nearing ths position. The 42% 

About li2330 thi regImezt~11 comnsnder had held a meeting with Us 

battslion ccmmand&a Burl&g whioh the sitneltion end 6onQwtt of tb de- " 

fense had been Qiscuased includkng plans for the probable arrival of the 

9th ArmreQ Diviai6rr. Plans were else made to receive the nup~lieo to 

be dropped next &orn%ng. During this msetinga radio mesago laittallg 

sent acme ET~VBR hours garliar w8 raoaived Orflaring the wd enQ 4226 

Infantries to withdraw to the line of the UUR RfPeW sveuuatinij all VB- 

hicles eti 8qUimnt posoibls, Releyfw the ~ssage to the 422 Infantry, 

. not then In rabio oommunicstlon with division, the ‘two regimental comman- 

dsrs agreed that. this message was now obsaleta r&d that fhay woulQ raraaia 

in position since subsequent to its origination both he8 reported their 

aitktiona snd fILatructione bed been received ooncernipg the air Qrog to 

be made titbin tb perixaater defense. Ho!vever, some initial planning Sn 

event of d possible futurg withdrswel, probably via Z3CBWB9R0, was uom- 

plated &thou@ rruch B withQrawa1 tlras nb?r considered unlikely la v&w of 

the rslnforcernenta & r8aupply expeatsd ehortly. (601 

Orders were received by radio about Il8M3O;~dated 180215 f'rcm 

VmH mad---4diesion to destroy by fire from dug in positions B+ll of 

EX!mmm+sT, vrm road. -ition, fooQ en& water will be QroppaQ. 

tien mission acc~pllshed move to eMa GT. VITFL* (61) The two. 
. 

169) 8tatemen~ of Major .Ooaby, 27 Jmuery 19BO 
(SO) A-9, pm 3, Pqwonal KnasrleQ~ 
(61). A-6, 18 peusarbsr 
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OBEBLASCHEID--SCHONBmO* (Soa ?&xp H) Aftsr a nap rsoonnafassnce the 

re&nezl,til.. mander form&ted his plen and et. about OS00 165ued the 
., 

regimental order*‘0 hfs 

was to’ novot out at 1000 

eepemt0 aoapanies, 1st 

CurOFP--SLXONSi. The 2d D~ttallon 808 to be tha advance @rua$d; %e 

lot Baftalfon Wa8 to furnish the rear guard. %dih the Iat and .‘fd 

Battalions revere to leave ctovering forass in their battalion eeotors. 

The 590th BieM Artillery Battalion ‘118~3 to r~ove by bounds within ttta 

oolumn. All kitchenn, beefSago arr? 3u1]~11~3 which could not be oarrted 

were to be destroyed ~lnd abandoned; and those canaand and aommuuiuation 

vehiolo3 end weapons carriers on pouitioa were t 0 0000mpeny the eolm. 

I?on-trnnaportn5le casunltios weLTa to be left at the rogIment(11 oollooting 

station with some rce3dical gorsonnel.. (62) 

The 2d Bat;tslion arosoed the Initial. point nt 181000. Plea~~~ts of 

the 422d Infmtr$ could ba scan to tho north nbout MOO n~viq west ~8 

pl@lIlod ti AS the 2d Battalion moved on. through R!iDSQTEIE rntd apprcwahe~ 

countared heavy rifle, msrtsr and txrtillary f’iro 2’rt.a the la,ft frOAt. Xtr 

leading aobpmy was ag&cosiveiy'engcgs~ md attonljted to push the onaay 

toPrsrd the nauth to clenr tha route of mnrah. Heavy nartar fire pinned 

on it8 right. 

the fire et253 ona 

this oc~cpany ,doun and tha next oompanp was cot-ooitted _. 

Supported by the battalion hobvy weq~zs company ati 

howitzer! of the 590th still IA poeition, the battalion pushed the anelmy 

30me SOO ?=a8 to the eouthaest where it uaa 6t0pptba. (63) The almosa 

(6s). Psrrroalrl Knowledge . 
(W StBt-Ont by ‘%pt&iA Olivar R. PattOA, them Platoon Leader, 

t%rapng F, &i January 1950; Psrsonel ghouled&e 
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I’. 

tiposeibl? r odlo con&t and tko ‘need to ccmdrv4 P-rtillsry emnunition 

rendered further art ilXerg iugpor t impossible . (64 ) 

-I 
~ :,i 

: 

. 

A8 the !Z? Battalion was appronchlng Skyline Drive a radio meaasgc c_ 

frta division~eancal~td previous Instructions end ordmcd tho 4236 ard 4226 

in mind, 60, thr 2d B&Ml ion pushed the anemy south the z%ghonttl c-n- . 

der ordered the 36 Battalion, then ic SWU&EHR~, to mov6 to tbs tie); 

af the 8d B&t&Lion and to uut the BLEIALF-SCXKMB~O road. (63) Taking 

.ths right fbrk west but of 4XViFAA~u: the 9d Wttalion ‘mov,ed out, 

bs the battalion oraesrd RIDCM 5% it8 laading compaay ta$ balted by . 

h44v-y aa11 41314 and 4&m antiaircraft artillery fix4 from the vicinity 

and gradually movsd fdrward until ths left flsnk company wm astrtde the 

BlJWW-SCXONBS?~ road. Here the bsttalioG du& In &X3 yar&a fraa the 

outskirt8 of smommo. Since noon the bsttalion b.c).d bo6a out of’ radio 

oontsct with reg%nat and msssmg$rs seat to the rest fsilsd to reach the 

tigimental camand Poet. me ih th4 fkrt4rn00nli, petrols 4cn3 to the 

right 30 gain eoataat w$th the 422d Infmtrg were unaus8eesful. (66) 

oaprnand poet We8 estsbliehed there,. Tka 1st Zkttalion, %ith the hsnd 

Of it4 cOlum In EMZNFELD and halted by the c?otio,n of the Rd BFitBalion 

near RADSCEEID, 100946 off the m8d. ns the oovaring fnrtm laft at the 

original poaitlona drifted in, a hasty dsf4me was orS;Rnlzed by tk~ ro4r 

164, pamona KQowledg4 
(68) A-9, p. 3 
(86) A-6, 17 Dthaaiher; P4Wonel Xkowledgs ; : -; 
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. 

battelfon launohed 1% atiack at duck,, 

the lower alopeo of the ri dg,a 8xkmdLng 

.wip~~n~, cplQ mrtar fire the b:Mxlion drove SOSES 1200 ynrds. Disorgaoized, 

nearly out of amunitidn, NK? tith abmt 70 casmltiea, .tha bsttslion 

pulled back to HTllL 546 by 2200. (67 ) 

Emrtly after darkncas tha reginmtal co!a~~~nd ~)cat ms mmd just 

north of EIIJ, 575 to e ha-~se lprhioh hcc! origin%lly be*n the ucmmd pat 

post on skyline LYiPC. (68) qontact WCIEB 

shortly after 81U0, the first einco Ebout 

inteforcllcs mcl the :~e&mtlt I+s informad 
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poesible, the Ned bottollon commander nas able to lend the bettalion 

EC~OB& the llno of dopczturc only five nlnutes lute. Alreedy iess one 

rifle company lost et OEE~?I,XXRElD and the hcevy mapone cm?Einy lost 

,alonE Ckyline Lkl,vo that tmrcir$, r,r.otYer rifle co-;p~Ihy ?o.c,s yulled Out ’ 

of QI~ bo.ttalicn an it moved tomrd tke line of de;E.rturc to beconc the 

Uere Ctxqarty B reseiccd under ccnetczt fire, ur,til erterty tmk3 overron 

tkGir imsiticn. I37 14-00 the 1st Eattciliol ; hoi! been eliEiasted. 

The 28 Battalion, on the regkentel right, crossed the lirse of 

the right. Ccntect hrd finally been rcede %it?: elexmts of the 422d 

fnfnntry . Jhiii thie error PXS ficickly oorrczted by rg&rcaslvc action 

. . on the p?lrt of smlll unit lz-e.ders, b5tb r;r.its nere ten~~rarily diEorgan- 

ized. Ccordlnetikg with the elozocts of the-422d pezsnt, cm bEtt,Elion 

ply mi.scelleneous elczcnts under zcmzr:nd of the regjmz t::l commSer, 

gstrols were mnt out to the north and northesst. E+y mid Eftarnosrz it 



smith thes Zd Srt:ellsn, F&d 21~0 mado contact 31th the 4Bd Tnfmtm by 

Ill affati to delay. 

. 



bettallons had a reaerve coqnx~y en& the regLmentQ recmuo was magez 

an2 conIpoued of troops not prisiarilymiflefz%n. i$ith such seriousiy 

reduced rcxm~cs end a xxther wide frontage for a ret;;immt less one 

of about 2000 yards.mch. 5ell cc&- . 

ml1 dug ia positions added to the 

ExW08. Tim heavy iroods coterie the 

nixximum use of‘mits in front iino . 

tiportau:c; tat these apymecl;es 

nzan2.J aoct~r, 3Ul~iuii; the viinter Limt-xl, si ith accmperyine, sciverse 

weatlxr, the road mt~csmmd imreasins 

aere iii3 most lightly l&U. The ComaAs 

the organization of tie'defense for the;t' 

rroctor fo,n thair iAitie1 penetration. 

agyamntly wcm fs+_itir with 

projmrly selected the weekest 

holding the least dt?sir&blrr 
. 

dofonr:lva position, tiicfi controlled EA irr;;;c;rtant ,menlte of n:z~ronch, 

could have reoulted only 

of roimvos to elMnat 

in 8ucce56 fcr the enemyts utta4. %ko leek 

such o ~gotable pehetrctior could have rusulted 

breakthrough. 

the rear arm 0 re cult ed IA trequantly 

a9 



..: aec$or, espeolsily aa amuni$lon iPa@ be dlp needed by troop a ttacklng 

30 



well be 

31 



zY@tlEKlt vm eugerior in spite of cmicatfo~ ZifficLlties on4 

reeul dd in eaoh oe8i3 in the inforitrd being grautly Lscisted. L;;Gt 

important a& most ne&.ected was the staff coordination neceeseq !%I* 

meal attaoks by amA unit.. 21 rather thm L cmrdimtud L: tt.cclc c.f t;t;cj 

ragilntm ts. Tiie txo regimental staffs ahmld havt3 mdo every effort, to 

inciude aontinuous personal liaison and to maixain %a clcaaat p.x~,ci~le . . 

‘coordination. 

?rior to 

Security elmnents sufficiently far to the reer the xilorring of 19 Dedmber 

exposed the regiment to surariaq, direct fire and its racmlting c~suol- 

elloxed en ene;oy coi;;y~sy to i~~nck an attack r.gaicct %?.a left co:.zpmji cf 

the 3d Battalion eventual12 eltiinstlr(g it. 



18th Cm?dry 3-$mirm xai?e on the min line of resistance of the 4236 i 




